
 

FRENCH AND CULTURE III in Spring 2021 (FR1300B)

Course Code FR1300B Professor(s) Maria Nieblas
Prerequisites None Office Number SD-1
Class Schedule MW: 15:20-16:40 in G-

L21
R: 10:35-11:55 in G-
L21

Office Hours By appointment

Credits 4 Email mnieblas@aup.edu
Semester Spring 2021 Office Tel. Ext. N/A

Course Description

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

In this course, FR1300 French Language and Culture III, you will improve and broaden your
listening, speaking, and writing skills, consolidating your knowledge of the full range of basic
grammatical structures, and expand your range of vocabulary.

We will be exploring a variety of topics, through video and audio-based resource material and
articles from the French media, including issues such as education, the work environment in
France, science and technology, environmental issues, and certain aspects of economic and
social development in contemporary France.

By the end of the course, you should have reached level A2 on the Common European
Framework References for Languages.

Course Learning Outcomes

Students will analyze and memorize sentences and frequently used expressions related to
areas of most immediate relevance.
Students will demonstrate communication skills in simple and routine tasks requiring a simple
and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters.
Students will describe in simple terms aspects of their background, immediate environment and
matters in areas of immediate need.
Local and Global Perspectives: Students will enhance their intercultural understanding of
languages, cultures, and histories of local societies and the global issues to which these relate.
(CCI LO1)
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Aesthetic Inquiry and Creative Expression: Students will engage with artistic or creative objects
(e.g., visual art, theatrical works, film) in different media and from a range of cultural traditions.
(CCI LO2)

General Education

[PLEASE REMOVE THIS SECTION IF THE COURSE DOES NOT FULFILL ANY GLACC
REQUIREMENT]
GLACC
The Global Liberal Arts Core Curriculum (GLACC) degree requirements include the following
categories of courses:

Integrative Inquiry (coded CCI)
Experiential learning (coded CCX)
Research, Interpretation, and Writing (coded CCE)
Digital Literacy and Communication (coded CCD)
Disciplinary Research Methods and Writing (coded CCR)
Quantitative Reasoning (coded CCM)
Experimental Reasoning Course with Lab (coded CCS)
Expression Française (coded FR)
AUP Capstone (coded CCC)

GLACC:

This course can be used to fulfill the Integrative Inquiry requirement and as such has the
following learning out-comes (Learning Outcomes for GLACC components are defined on the 
AUP GLACC Website):

Local and Global Perspectives: Students will enhance their intercultural understanding
of languages, cultures, and histories of local societies and the global issues to which
these relate.
Aesthetic Inquiry and Creative Expression: Students will engage with artistic or creative
objects (e.g., visual art, theatrical works, film) in different media and from a range of
cultural traditions.

Course Outline

OUTLINE AND CLASS SCHEDULE:
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Classes will meet three times a week for 60-minutes synchronous sessions. An extra
60-minutes mandatory asynchronous work is expected from students.

 

Teachers will devote 60 minutes a week to workshops. Students will be asked to join some of
them depending on their needs. Once registered to one of these workshops, their attendance
will be mandatory.

Please note that this is a tentative syllabus. Content and schedule may change according
to class pace and needs.

COURSE SCHEDULE:

 

 

January

Week I – 18th – 22nd  

 

Presentations

Review

 

January 24th – last day to drop/add courses online

 

 

Week II – 25th – 29th  

                                           

Topics

Talking about oneself (origins, tastes, interests)
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Artist biographies

Asynchronous Tasks

Reading task B page 15

 

Writing task 9 page 15

 

Writing task 4 page 16

 

Speaking task 5 page 16

 

 

February

 

Week III – 1st – 5th 

 

Topics

Proposing an activity (outing, cultural event, restaurant)

Talking about oneself (origins, tastes, interests)

Negation

Passé composé with "avoir" and "être"

Irregular past participles

Asynchronous Tasks

Speaking task 5 page 18
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Written quiz 1

 

 

                                    

                                         Mini-Break 8th-10th

 

 

Week IV –11th                                        

 

Careful: Classes start on site February 11th

 

Correction of the quiz and review

               

Week V – 15th – 19th                

                       

Topics

Time marks

Phonemes /s/ et /z/

Personal and professional lives

Sport, hobbies, outings

Asynchronous Tasks

                             5 / 15



 

Project 2 page 25

 

Task 1: post commented pictures about a neighborhood

 

Week VI – 22nd – 26th    

 

 

                                                   Mini-break 2 - 24th - 26th

 

 

March

 

Week VII – 1st – 5th                                       

 

Topics

Talking about memories (good or bad ones) 0

Describing a photograph

L'imparfait

Memories (childhood, school, vacation, trips)

Landscapes (countryside/mountain/at the sea…)

Asynchronous Tasks

Listening task E page 32

Speaking task 4 page 32

                             6 / 15



 

Task 1: record your presentation

 Written quiz 2

               

Week VIII – 8th –12th                                       

 

Topics

Understanding a short literary excerpt    QUIZZ2

Writing an e-mail to a friend or relative

Pronouns y and en

Weather and landscapes

Pronouncing -er verbs

Asynchronous Tasks

Reading task H page 36

Speaking task 8 page 36

 

Task 1: submit your final version

 

    

Week IX – 15th – 19th                                        

 

Topics

Imagining your future

Talking about changes
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Describing tools and their use

Futur simple

Condition

Asynchronous Tasks

Reading task D page 60

Speaking task 8 page 60

Writing task 9 page 60

 

MIDTERM ORAL / MIDTERM WRITTEN

 

March 17th, Mid-semester

 

                 March19th, Mid-semester grades due

 

Week X – 22nd – 26th                                       

 

Topics

Speaking French on the Web

Science and new technologies          

Pronoun « On »

Asynchronous Tasks

Listening task G page 64

Reading task H page 64
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Writing task 6 page 64

    

Week XI–29th – 2nd                                            

 

Topics

Giving an advice

Talking about health problems

Expressing an opinion

Commanding and forbidding (review of the imperative

form)

Present of the subjunctive

Asynchronous Tasks

Writing task 1 page 81

 

Task 2: submit your final version

Task 3: submit a first version of your video                      

  Written quiz 3

                                                      

 

                                                               April 2nd, last day to withdraw from a course.

                                                               Last day to choose the CR/NC grading option.

 

April
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Week XII – 5th – 9th       

 

 

 

5th - 6th: No classes

 

 

Topics

Subjonctif, irregular verbs

Expressing necessity

Health

The body

Medical prescriptions

Asynchronous Tasks

Grammar exercises 2, 3 and 4 page 75 and 3 page 79

 

                                                           

Week XIII – 12th – 16th  

 

Topics

Describing someone's appearance

Describing someone's psychology
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Interrogative pronouns

Feelings and opinions

Personality (qualities, defects)

Asynchronous Tasks

Speaking task 8 page 102

Reading task F page 104

 

Task3: submit your final version

Written quiz 4

 

Week XIV – 19th – 23rd  

 

Topics

Talking about emotions

Indefinite adjectives

Appearance: face, body

 

Week XV – 26th – 30th

REVIEW

April 28th, Last day of classes,

April 29th, – May 2nd, Reading days (May 1st, holiday)

May 3rd – 12th, Final Exam

May 26th, all grades due
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Textbooks

Title Author Publisher ISBN Required
EDITO A2:
MÉTHODE DE
FRANÇAIS -
LIVRE + CD MP3
+ DVD

HEU, PERRARD,
PINSON ET AL,

Didier 9782278083190 Yes

EDITO A2:
CAHIER + CD
MP3

HEU, PERRARD,
PINSON ET
AL,HEU,
PERRARD,
PINSON ET AL,

Didier 9782278083657 Yes

Attendance Policy

ATTENDANCE POLICY:

 

Students studying at The American University of Paris are expected to attend ALL scheduled
classes, and in case of absence, should contact their professors to explain the situation. It is the
student’s responsibility to be aware of any specific attendance policy that a faculty member
might have set in the course syllabus. The French Department, for example, has its own
attendance policy, and students are responsible for compliance. Academic Affairs will excuse an
absence for students’ participation in study trips related to their courses.

 

Covid-19 temporary amendments:

 

Students studying at The American University of Paris are STILL EXPECTED TO AT-TEND
ALL scheduled classes. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, students will have the option of
attending classes remotely when special circumstances apply. For example, when students are
placed under quarantine by the French authorities or by their doctor, or when students present
symptoms of Covid-19 and are directed, by their doctor or the AUP Health Office, to remain
home. It is still the student’s responsibility to be aware of any specific attendance policy that
their professor might have set in the course syllabus. In particular, students attending remotely
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from distant Time Zones should check with their professors about the specific attendance policy
for remote learners.

 

Attendance at all exams is mandatory.

 

In all cases of missed course meetings, the responsibility for communication with the professor,
and for arranging to make up missed work, rests solely with the student.

 

Whether an absence is excused or not is ALWAYS up to the discretion of the professor or the
department. Unexcused absences can result in a low or failing participation grade. In the case
of excessive absences, it is up to the professor or the department to decide if the student will
receive  

 

an “F” for the course. An instructor may also recommend that a student withdraw, if absences
have made it impossible to continue in the course at a satisfactory level.

 

Students must be mindful of this policy when making their travel arrangements, and especially
during the Drop/Add and Exam Periods.

 

French Department attendance policy:

 

Our live synchronous course sessions will start on time, and students are expected to be
prepared when class commences. If you are unable to come to the in-person session for
medical reasons or personal emergencies, then you are expected to attend online through the
MS Teams system with your camera on. In the case of emergency situations, you will be
authorized to miss one or more course sessions, however the expectation is that all students
will review the course recordings and observe all other commitments in terms of deliverables
and deadlines.

 

To receive approval for an excused absence, the student should take the following steps:
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Contact your teacher immediately by e-mail to notify your absence.
Inform your group if you are responsible for a presentation that day in class and be sure
that another group member can cover your role.

 

If you have critical materials, be sure your group has received those materials from you.
Ask a friend or a member of your group to forward you any handouts during the missed
session and to brief you on the activities that took place during your absence, as well as
the assignments and homework required for the following session.

 

Supply a doctor's note or some other form of documentation to justify an excused
absence.

 

Multiple absences may be referred to the Student Affairs office for approval. Significant
absences, even if excused, will have a negative impact on your mastery of the course material
and, consequently, on your final grade.

 

The following attendance policy is strictly enforced by the department:

 

Students will be required to withdraw after 7 absences before the W deadline.
Note in the table below how your overall grade will be affected by your attendance at the
end of the semester.

 

5 absences: Grade lowered by one notch (For example, B becomes B-)

6 absences: Grade lowered by an additional notch (For example, B becomes C+)

7 absences: Grade lowered by one letter (For example, B becomes C)

8 absences: FAILED (F)

- Being late 15 minutes or more, 3 times = 1 absence
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Grading Policy

 

GRADING:

The learning objectives as stated above are measured throughout the semester and are
reflected in final grade.

The final grade is calculated as follows:

1. 4 short in-class writing assignments (20%)
2. A mid-term written test which assesses reading, writing and listening skills (week 8)

(10%)
3. A mid-term oral test (week 8) (10%):
4. Integrative inquiry (30%)

An oral presentation on clichés about Parisians and how they are challenged or
confirmed by the exploration of Parisian neighborhoods (10%)
A group skit about intercultural differences in various domains (such as
politeness and conventions, proxemics, chronemics) (10%)
A short video documentary or a commented photo gallery about Paris (10%)

5. Final oral exam (DELF format – A2) (20%)
6. Course involvement (10%)

Homework
Being proactive if/when absent (make sure to contact your instructor)
Effort and improvement

Other
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